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Introduction 

 

Dear draughts friends, 

 

This year FMJD exists 65 years. In many countries 65 years is the retirement age but FMJD is 

still very much alive. As a matter of fact we have made a lot of progress over the past years 

and that has resulted in a much healthier FMJD, despite the economic crisis that affects so 

many countries. But in our 65 years our structures have become somewhat rusty. Many 

minor and major changes have been made in the past and they have not resulted in very 

coherent Statutes. Instead of coming with minor changes we need a big change. Therefore 

we propose new Statutes and Bye-Laws.  That is a process that needs careful consideration 

and decision-making. Nevertheless, we hope that this whole process can be carried out this 

year.  

 

Presidents Report 

 

When I was elected President of FMJD in December 2009, FMJD was facing serious 

problems. The World Championship for Men in Brazil was cancelled on short time notice and 

no time was available to come with alternatives. The financial crisis raging around the world 

was peaking and therefore even no money was available for low cost alternatives. Also 

future World Championships would have to face an enormous lack of money and lack of 

willingness of sponsors to invest in draughts.  

 

I decided to follow three parallel roads to potential success. First of all our beautiful game 

should be more interesting for Television and Internet.  We developed ideas and at about 

the same time top players, independently, gathered under the leadership of Bessel Kok. It 

resulted in a top tournament in Beijing in December 2011 where games with a shorter 

thinking time played an important role.  

 

My other two lines were to seek active collaboration with IMSA, the international Mind 

Sport Association and with SportAccord (formerly GAISF). FMJD has been a member of these 

organizations for a number of years and this membership is now paying off. Excellent 

personal relations with IMSA President José Damiani and SportAccord President Hein 

Verbruggen certainly have been very useful.  



 

The very special relation Hein Verbruggen has with China (Hein is an honorary citizen of 

Beijing because of the important role he played in getting the 2008 Olympic Games to China) 

resulted in the first SportAccord World Mind Games in December 2011.  Top players in 

Bridge, Chess, Go, Draughts and Xiangqi played there. The tournament for international 

draughts had 12 players with men and 8 with women who played for total prize money of 

$90,000. With financial help of FMJD the section 64 could organize a demonstration 

tournament In the same playing hall. FMJD received a substantial organization fee for this 

tournament. 

 

It has just been announced that the SportAccord World Mind Games are secured as an 

annual event for 2012-2014 and will be held again in Beijing. Qualification will be through 

World Cup tournaments. In 2011 the World Championships for Men and Women rated as 

World Cup tournaments and we were very happy with the World Cup tournament in Ufa. 

Many thanks there to the President of the Republic of Bashkortostan Khamitov who I met a 

few times personally and to Mr. Chertok, President of FMSR. FMSR has been very active and 

now officially represents FMJD for international draughts on 100 squares. 

 

Ideally we want to have at least two World Cup Tournaments per year. For 2012 we are 

working on a World Cup tournament in Brazil and the World Mind Sport Games (August in 

Cardiff or Strasbourg) will count as a World Cup Tournament as well. The desired total prize 

money of €30,000 can be paid from the inscription fees and the financial resources of FMJD. 

For 2013 we have the World Championships for Men and Women. Those are World Cup 

Tournaments as well and we will organize a World Cup event in The Netherlands in the town 

of Wageningen that celebrates its 750th anniversary that year. For this tournament we 

receive financial support from IMSA with the goal to increase the role of Internet and 

computers in promoting such tournaments. 

 

In 2011 IMSA entered into a long time relationship with Duplicate Poker. FMJD will receive 

part of the money involved in the contract whereby the money is earmarked for special 

projects. Duplicate Poker organized a mind sport event in November 2011 in the London Eye 

where draughts was demonstrated as well. Unfortunately the male top players Georgiev and 

Schwarzman could not be present there and we had serious visa problems for other players. 

Boomstra however made a very good impressions there as did our female top players, 

Viktoria Motrichka and World Champion Tamara Tansykkuzhina.  

 

2011 Was also the year of the World Championship Tournaments for Men and Women. In a 

very well organized tournament in The Netherlands, in the polder town of Emmeloord and 

on the former island Urk, Alexander Georgiev led the pack by three points and very well 

deserved kept his title. The World Championship for Women was organized in Rivne in the 

northwestern part of Ukraine. It was very well organized and Tansykkuzhina deserved her 

world title. FMJD is very grateful to the organizers of these events and hopes that we will see 

them back on the organizational front in the future.  

 

All of the world many tournaments were organized and it shows that our mind sport is still 

very much alive.  

 



In 2011 compensation was paid for costs occurred with the cancelled World Championship 

in Brazil in 2009. Surplus money from the Foundation of draughts was transferred to FMJD 

and money was spent on the teaching material from KNDB (‘Mappen Methode’). All in all 

FMJD created a profit in 2011 of over €50,000 though some of that money is earmarked. 

Precise numbers will be given in our financial presentation at the first General Assembly. 

 

For 2012 we will need money for a special General Assembly for new Statutes and Bye-Laws, 

we will need to contribute some prize money for the World Mind Sport Games and we also 

want to use some of our funds to attract more members, especially in Africa and the 

Americas. We will also develop further ideas to make more training material available. And 

we need to have further courses for arbiters. Both from a viewpoint of mind sport as from a 

financial perspective we expect further success for draughts. 

 

In the past two years the Council members worked together in an excellent way and special 

thanks go to all of them for their invaluable and non-paid contribution to FMJD. We are glad 

that our Tournament Director Youth, Johan Demasure, overcame his health problems and 

now is in good shape again. An exception needs to be made for Mr. Ibrahim Fofana. After 

organizing an FMJD council meeting in Bamako in Mali in November 2010, we have not 

heard of him and we need to tackle this problem. We will come with suggestions in due 

time.  

 

New Statutes and Bye-Laws 

 

After our first Statutes were made in 1947 many changes were made but basically the 

Statutes have not really been renewed for a long time. In the past year SportAccord has 

given us advice on the creation of new Statutes. We received examples and answers on 

specific questions.  

 

We should strive for Statutes that do not need regular changes like we had in the past. The 

Statutes, in our view, should also comply with Sport Laws deposited in Switzerland and used 

by many global sport associations. The new Statutes reflect this. 

 

Originally FMJD was set up for international draughts on 100 squares. About 15 years ago 

other organizations such as ‘64’ and checkers became member. Though we want to retain 

FMJD as one family, it is important to stress the independence of the other variants, as it has 

been the case practically over the past 15 years. The other variants are to become 

associated members of FMJD and can use the FMJD logo with the text ‘ Associated Member 

of FMJD’.  There will only be very limited crossover financial obligations between FMJD and 

its associate members. Of course FMJD will try to collaborate with the associated members 

in international mind sport events where the organization accepts other variants than 

international draughts on 100 squares. 

 

Other important changes are the reductions of the Membership fee and the termination of 

two different fees. Seeing the financial situation of FMJD and the greater income generated 

we can propose one membership fee that is lower than the lowest membership fee currently 

used. The lowering of the fee should attract many more members. 

 
 



 


