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On the 1st of October FMJD received a letter from Mr. Lelio Marcos on behalf of
the Brazilian Draughts Federation that he had to cancel the World Championships
for Men and Women due to unforeseen problems. Mr. Marcos wrote that he had
lost the rights to receive the sponsorship and that according to federal law the
resources could no longer be transferred.
Subsequently FMJD got in touch with authorities in Brazil to investigate the
situation that arose. In this process we also involved IMSA and SportAccord of
which FMJD is a member. The messages that came through were that an
organisation in Brazil would be completely impossible. FMJD then started to
explore many options to organize the World Championships in early 2010. These
initiatives are not without chances. Much to our surprise FMJD received a letter on
the 21st of October from Mr. Marcos that he believes organising the World
Championship for Men in the first half of 2010 in Brazil would be possible and that
he would obtain the necessary permissions to have the specially developed
aquarium on the beach of Copacabana. Mr. Marcos' letter is on the website of
FMJD.

However, it is not an automatism that FMJD now takes its own initiatives back in
favour of a new set up by Brazil. The board of the FMJD will not accept a
possibility in which for a second time the World Championship in Brazil may be
cancelled. The Executive Vice President of FMJD has written a mail to Mr. Marcos
stating that having the World Championship in Brazil would be fantastic but that
FMJD needs to have much more grip on the or~anization. In the Executive Board
meeting that was held in Belgium on the 18 of October we stated that the
organisation of a tournament should consist of a number of people and that one of
them preferably should be a local or national authority, for instance the Minister of
Sports. With such a broader organization there will be more support up to the
highest officials in the country. FMJD will also demand a financial guarantee for
instance in the form of a bank guarantee because we do not want to find ourselves
ever again in a situation that players and officials have ordered tickets already and
claim money from FMJD because the World Championships were cancelled and
there is hardly refund for their unused tickets. FMJD also wants to have clear
insight in budgets, sponsors etc.

With the above in mind we give Mr. Marcos the two weeks he asked for and a
decision about the General Assembly will be postponed until we have more
certainty around the organization in Brazil.
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